Information for students and volunteers
Dear student and volunteer! 

These few pages give you a bit of an understanding of the organization that you might want to get involved with. We would like you to read this carefully and then make the decision of whether to apply for a practical training or not.
The Tshwane Leadership Foundation and Pretoria Community Ministries:

The Tshwane Leadership Foundation (TLF) grew out of the work of Pretoria Community Ministries (PCM). PCM was created in 1993 by partnership of inner city churches to be a vehicle through which the churches could contribute to social reconstruction in practical reconciliation. It became a vehicle for social transformation, inner city development and the empowerment of the most vulnerable inner city people. It aims to create access for disadvantaged people, mainly women and girls at-risk, homeless people, low-income working people, and inner city children

Pretoria Community Ministries is an ecumenical inner city organization in Tshwane. Operating as a Christian Development Trust, PCM has established itself to work in solidarity with some of the most vulnerable, marginal and/or at risk people in the inner city.

Our vision:
“We see whole restored and empowered city communities where people flourish in God’s presence.”
Some of the objectives and values:


Objectives:

· To demonstrate the love and justice of God practically in the city

· To create small communities in which people can take the responsibility to help themselves

· To develop partnerships between the local community, city centre churches, local business, local government, the South African Police Services, various service agencies, and other stake holders

· To work for shared resources, facilities, people and vision

· To develop leadership with an emphasis on local community leadership

· To cross barriers of race, culture, language, gender and denomination and to build bridges of understanding and cooperation across different boundaries

· To develop a holistic approach to involvement in the city, integrating aspects such as social housing, economic development, social justice, life- and social skills, counseling and empowerment.

· To develop income-generating mechanisms in partnerships with various role players

· To manage available resources as good stewards of God’s gifts

· To call people of resource and pastors of city centre churches back to the city

We value:

· God’s total redemption in Jesus Christ

· The city as a place where needs and resources meet

· Incarnation

· Community as a place of intimacy

· The people to the city

· Compassion

· Justice

· Reconciliation 

· Partnerships

· Risk

· A simple life-style

· Servant leadership which is committed to the city and in solidarity with the marginalized

· The integration of social ministry and evangelism

· Biblical principals

· Brokenness and confession

· Truth

· Spirituality which celebrates God in the city

TLF and PCM communities:

PCM has created a number of community programmes:

· The Potter’s House, a centre for women at-risk, including outreach programmes, drop-in services, 25-bed transitional housing programme, skills training services

· Lerato House, serving girls at-risk (11-18y), including outreach programme, drop-in centre, health clinic and education, 15-bed transitional housing, educational re-integration, family integration programme  

· Akanani Community of the Streets, including outreach and advocacy programme, drop-in centres, lobbying for the opening of the first overnight shelter in the city, and has recently been launching a 20-bed hospice facility for terminally ill homeless people 

· Salvokop Community Centre, converting an empty church into a 7-day a week community centre, offering a day-care centre for 50 neighbourhood children, hosting various children’s programmes, and hosting the local community development forum

· Tshepo Community Development, offering employment support, facilitating the creation of community businesses, and facilitating computer and small business training 

· The School of Creative Arts and the Feast of the Clowns, our arts and fun legs, which combine a small community based arts school that is really in it’s baby shoes still, and an annual festival which happens in August every year.
· Spun off Yeast City Housing, a social housing institution offering 297 units, accommodating about 800 people 

· The Institute for Urban Ministry, a training centre for practitioners in the field of Urban Ministry

What students can expect:

· We will provide accommodation in the city
· We will involve students into our staff activities where possible (including you in our staff retreats, training and teambuilding events)
· We will appoint a student supervisor for you with regard to your practical work.
· We will provide opportunities where students can meet with and learn from struggling communities and people in the city.
· You will have the opportunity to use your skills in serving the people in the city
· You will receive a PCM T-shirt as a reminder of your African/ Pretoria experience
· We will organize your transport to and from Johannesburg airport

· If you would like to see more of South Africa, we will assist you with information as far as possible.
Cost:

As a Non Government Organisation in South Africa, and therefore fully relying on donations, we are unfortunately not able to offer free accommodation to our students and volunteers. Coming to us through the Friends of PCM (Freundeskreis PCM), these financial costs will be covered by the Friends through the circle of friends you are asked to set up before leaving for South Africa. While being in the country, you then don’t have to worry about payments for accommodation, as this will be handled between the Friends and TLF/PCM. 
Possibilities for practical involvement:  
As far as possible we will try to link your skills and experience to projects where they  can be used, practiced and applied.

We need people with different skills from different disciplines, e.g. Social work, nursing, teaching, urban ministry, economy, art and design, architecture, city development, landscape art etc.

Tasks and duties may include

· Outreach to at-risk communities and distribution of information on issues such as HIV/AIDS.

· Group work and individual support

· Organizing recreational activities such as sport, drama and music.

· Assist in research 

· Practical support to communities like picking up donations, painting and gardening.

· Administration tasks

To make the most of this experience, come with an open mind, willing to learn… and be flexible to adapt to the ways things are done here in Africa. 
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For more information, you can ask your assigned mentor though the Freundeskreis, you should definitely go to one of the Friends meetings, check our website: www.tlf.org.za, or just shoot your questions to Kathrin via e-mail: kathrin@tlf.org.za. 
